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ELOPMENT ON THE LINE

Projects in Orange '
‘hinge on passage of
‘water system bond

BY KEVIN C. DILWORTH
STAR-LEDGER STAFF
The Orange city couneil is
meeting tonight to wvote ‘on
whether to approve a $9 million
municipal bond rmeasuré to fi-
nance state-required construction
and improvements to a city well, a
water treatment facility and a
purnpitg station
Without the improvements to
the city’s drinlking water system,
several fedevelopment projects to-
taling $112 million cannot move
forward.
A vote scheduled for May 20
nevet took place hecause only four

of the seven councli members

showed up for that public meeting,
The law requires that financial

matters, such as a munidipal

. bonding ordinance, gef, af feast: five

affitmative votes, ;
The long-delayed redevelop-
ment proposals — a market-rate
one for the old Fospital Center at
Orange, and combination mar-
ket-rate and affordable housing
ones for the city’s Valley neighbor-
hood, near the West Orange bor-
der — can't move forward without
the water system improvements
“The waber issue is the biggest
issue in the city,” said Maty
Mayes, the city’s planning director,
explaining that the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
will not give any of the redevelop-
ment projects a go-shead until the
mmunicipality's water issues get re-

Patrick Morrissy, second from right, director of HANDS Inc, a Valley

Revitalization Initiative, tours proposed redevelopment sites '

solved, “Those upresolved issues
are stalling the redevelopment
projects.”

The proposed $9 million bend
ordinance, Mayes explained, is
needed to finance impiovements
to the Orange Mountain Wells, in
Orange’s West Orange-based
water reserve propeity off North-

field Averue and Cherry Lane, and
hoth the Chestnut Strect water
treatment facility, and the High
Pump Station, next to Qrange's
Metcalf Park, off Chestiut and
Beech streets

Couneil members Vivian
Gaunt, Donald Page and Coram
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R1mes were absent from the last
coinell meeting, where fristrations

rag hzgh and several investors sit-"

ting in the audience looked visibly
upset when the matter could not
geb addressed,

“The community wants to see
these redevelopment . projects
happen,” Mayes said “In order
for these things to happen, how-
ever, we need the appmpnate
legzslatlon ”

Unfortunately, the controver-
sidl and unresoived water issue
should have been addresséd five
1010 years ago, Mayes said

*“That issue is not related to
the planning depariment,” he ex-
plained. “The finance and public
works departments never pushed
it. /It should have been 1esolved
years ago.”

'Just Friday, state Department
of Community Affairs Commis:
sioner Joseph Doria, along with a |
Yinrnber of banking and corpozate
investors, school district officials, !
and Ruthi Byrne, the wife of fox-
mer Gov. Brendan Byine, vigited
thé Valley area to meet, chat and
hail the redevelopment potentlal
in the nefghboriood

Proposals by the nonprofit
Housing and Neighborhood Dg-
velopment Services (HANDS)
non-profit ozganization in Or-
ange, for the adjoining city and
West Orange Valley section, fne
worthy of pralse said William E.
Best, ‘a senior vice pxemdent for
PNC Bank in East Brunsmck Pt

“We didn’t look at this as a
risk,” Best said of his banks in-
vestment in xedevelopmen

t='pro
posals that would support
ing former landmark Va]ley prop—

erties in that one-time hat ma.nu— :

fachnmg capital of the world,
support the adaptive reusetof ob-

solete ihdustrial bmldmgs and -

cledn up, Brownﬁeld industrial
sites. “We iooked ‘at’ 1t asan in-
vestiment.” -
" Dorie had rothing but pzalse
for the 1edeveiopment proposals
“Thig Is A great example of
what éan be done when people
come together fo revitalize com-
munities, especially wban corn-
munities,” Doria told a crowd of
ghout - two dozén " pecple who

Wegathered aft the Arts TUnbound

4

Gallery /at Freemen and South
Jefferson streets. ~

The® biggest redevelopment
proposat on hold is by Metrovest:
for the $100 mittion transforma-
tion of the Hospital Center at O1-
ange Info the Avenue at Orange
residential and retail complex

Fqﬂowing a projected year-
long Asbestos removal effort that
has yet to starf, every building on
the 8 8-gcre, long-ciosed hospital
site .'_ off Henry Street, South
Esséx Avenue and Central Ave-
nue — wili be demoiished.

;[’hat will pave the way for the
constrizetion of a mid-zise build-
ing complex called the ‘Avenue at
Ol,range It will consist of 375 hux-
ury one- and two-bedroom con-
dominfuins, 18,995 square feet of
1eftail &pace, and a
12,000-square-foot community
center with a pool and gymna-

A second major development
involves transforming the former

{F. Berg Hat Factory into what de-
‘velopers are calling the Valley
! Renaissance Center.

Berg Development Urban Re-
newal Associates — a consortium
consisting of the nonprofit Hous-
ing and Neighborhood Develop-
ment Services agency in Orange,
the Alpert Gioup of Fort Lee and
Ironstate Holdings LLC; a divi-
sion of the Applied Development
Co. of Hoboken - is behind the
plan to convert the giant factory
complex into a $10 rillion resi-
dential and commercizl locale

The new structure off Nassau
and Jefferson streets will feature
29 condominiums on the upper
floors and artist’s studios and
artist-related refail spaces on the

. ground level

The last remaining buﬂdmg of
the Stetson farmly s No Name
Hat Factory is on the ,drawing
boards to get {ransformed info &
$1 4 million artist’s Toft Ies1dence

. Haryard Development Associ-
'ates LLC,a co-developer with the
Housing and Neighbothood De-
velopment Services Inc.agency in
Otange, plans to convert the
three-story, cenbury-old building
at Mitchell and Jefferson streets
into 16 lofts where artists will
both live and work

Tonight’s Orange city council
meeting fakes place in City Hall,
26 North Day St, beginning 4% 7
pm




